
 

Republic of South Sudan 

 
SITUATION UPDATE – February 2015 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 ≈ 2 million displaced internally and as refugees outside South Sudan (OCHA Sit Rep 73) 

 2.5 million people facing severe food insecurity from January to March 2015 

 

CHALLENGES FACING AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SECURITY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

L
A

T
E

S
T

 S
IT

U
A

T
IO

N
 

  

2.5 million people face Emergency and Crisis food insecurity between January and March 2015. Specifically, 
there are 3.9 million people in Phase 2 (Stressed), 1.6 million in Phase 3 (Crisis) and 900,000 in Phase 4 
(Emergency). The ongoing conflict has led to massive displacement (about 1.5 million internally since December 2013), 
negatively affecting crop production in conflict affected areas, and shifting traditional livestock movements. Populations 
living in and around the conflict-affected states (Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile) have alarming rates of food insecurity. In 
some counties, staple food prices have tripled. Food security has deteriorated in Warrap and Lakes States, largely 
resulting from flooding and livestock migration and disease patterns, as well as inter-clan conflicts.  Nutrition levels 
remain above the emergency threshold, particularly in conflict states. While humanitarian assistance has contributed to 
modest improvements in projected food insecurity classifications in 12 counties of Greater Upper Nile, violence 
continues to affect the region. 
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In some counties in Greater Upper Nile, up to 80 percent of the population was unable to cultivate during the 
last season. Some states (in Greater Equatoria, Western Bahr el-Ghazal, parts of Northern Bahr el-Ghazal) saw good 
crop production, owing to seasonal patterns and good rains, relative stability and functioning markets. However, as 
household food stocks start to deplete in the first three months of 2015, dependence on markets and trade routes will 
rise. In Greater Upper Nile, families are expected to start running out of food in February rather than April or May, as 
would have been the case in the absence of violence.   
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Areas less directly affected by conflict (Greater Equatoria and parts of Greater Bahr el-Ghazal) are on the 
frontlines of a new crisis – the unprecedented displacement of millions of livestock. Between January and March, 
as water begins to dry and pastures become less available, livestock start trekking to the traditional remaining swampy 
areas (toics) thus reducing availability of livestock products. Abnormal mass migrations of livestock from (and within) 
conflict-affected areas to agricultural areas have sparked inter- and intra-tribal conflicts. The influx of cattle onto 
agricultural land has destroyed crops while increased risks of livestock disease are outpacing capacity to respond to 
demands for animal health interventions. 

 



CONTACT 

Sue Lautze  |  FAO Representative  |  Juba, South Sudan   |  Tel. +211 956 178 618 / 921 296 333 |   Sue.Lautze@fao.org    

Serge Tissot |  Deputy FAO Representative  |  Juba, South Sudan  | Tel. +211 922 001 728   |    Serge.Tissot@fao.org   

Dominique Burgeon | Director Emergency and Rehabilitation Division | Rome, Italy | Tel. +39 06 570 53803 | Dominique.Burgeon@fao.org   

 

FAO’S RESPONSE 

Highlights of FAO achievements in 2014*  
Funds received: People reached: Livestock reached: 

  

3.2 million 

 

2.4 million 
Vaccinated 

1 million 
Treated 

Livelihood kits distributed: 569 545  

 

188 229 
Crop kits 
Food crop seeds, 1 tool 
(cereals, legumes, 
roots, tubers) 

 

208 563 
Vegetable kits 
180 g of vegetable 
seeds, 1 tool 

 

172 753 
Fisheries kits 
2 spools of twine, 1 box of 
hooks, monofilament 

 

Funds received from: Governments of Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Germany, Norway, the Swiss Confederation, the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America; Africa Solidarity Trust Fund; CHF, and FAO unearmarked funding 

 

FAO activities and priorities in 2015 

In 2015, under the Emergency Livelihood Response Programme (ELRP II), FAO aims to provide emergency livelihood 

support to over 2.8 million food insecure and displaced people.  Since the end of 2014, FAO has been pre-positioning 

agricultural inputs during the dry season’s short window of time and preparing for the upcoming lean and rainy seasons.  

Storage capacities and warehouses are being enhanced to accommodate an estimated 4 300 tonnes of crop seeds, 

42 tonnes of vegetable seeds, more than 1.3 million ‘no-harm’ tools, 200 000 vegetable kits and nearly 200 000 fishing 

kits already procured for the 2015 distribution campaign.  Additionally, FAO is in the process of recollecting over 

1 000 tonnes of seeds from progressive local seed producers for the 2015 distribution campaign.  In the early months of 

2015, FAO distributed thousands of fuel-efficient stoves to minimize the pressure of IDP presence on natural resources 

and the environment.   

FAO’s Livestock Alert (December 2014) documents the threats that 

South Sudan’s livestock and animals currently face due to the conflict and large-

scale displacement. Traditional livestock migration patterns have been 

disrupted, posturing huge implications for animal health, in addition to seriously 

undermining the social stability in many areas of the country.  Since the release 

of the December 2014 report, FAO livestock teams and experts have deployed 

around the country to conduct extensive investigations and assessments on 

possible disease outbreaks, while also providing treatment and vaccines to 

livestock.  FAO is set to begin a livestock vaccination campaign in all ten states 

over the next two months, with an aim to reach over 6 million animals. Nearly 

half of the funds urgently required by FAO are needed to address the livestock 

crisis. 

Requested: 
USD 108 m  

Received: 
USD 60 m 
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